St. Peter Chanel Vinnies win Top Award

-Philippa Winch

It certainly was a cause for celebration on the 27 May when the St. Peter Chanel Vinnies won one of the top awards at the Nelson Volunteer Youth Awards. These annual Awards celebrate the significant contribution that young people play in our community. This year the Awards were held during Youth Week, an international week of celebration recognizing our youth. More than 160 nominations were received for the 2010 Nelson Volunteer Youth Awards.
The St. Peter Chanel Vinnies were nominated for the Youth Awards by the Motueka Night Shelter manager Colina Kareroa and Vincentian, Malcolm Garrett. The nomination was in recognition of the support that the St. Peter Chanel Vinnies have provided the Motueka Night Shelter over the past few years. In March, the St. Peter Chanel Vinnies Leadership Team organized a carwash at New World Supermarket in Motueka to raise funds for much needed items required by the Night Shelter. The $100 raised in just over an hour at the carwash went to purchase raincoats, pillow protectors and a big box of shoes for the Night Shelter. The St. Peter Chanel Vinnies have been able to support the Motueka Night Shelter in the past by also donating items such as toiletries, socks, toys, books, clothes and fruit.

The nomination also recognized the St. Peter Chanel Vinnies involvement in a community project to donate firewood to people in need in the community. The Vinnies have been able to offer their services to this project through stacking the wood, loading the wood for distribution and making paper bricks which people can also use in their fires. 
The 17 strong Vinnies group meet once a week to carry out voluntary community work. One of the projects that the boys in the group have established this year is a community garden at the school. The garden has been planted with a variety of vegetable plants, the produce of which will be given to people in need in the community. Says William Dugdale, Vice-President of the St. Peter Chanel Vinnies, “I am really proud of our garden. One thing I have learnt from establishing a community garden is that it is much more fun to garden with your friends.”

This group certainly know how to put their faith into action by having lots of fun while helping others.

Other Vinnies groups nominated for the Nelson Volunteer Youth Awards were St. Joseph’s Vinnies for their weekly work with Meals-on-Wheels as well as helping the Cancer Society prepare for Relay for Life; Garin College Vinnies for their assistance to the Cancer Society with Daffodil Day and the Out of College Vinnies for their involvement each week in running a session at the Refugee Homework Academy. 
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